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Central Xatolllgrjnco Agency 
. _ Nirootornto of IntcHlg&nea 1 

1 Juno 1967 


Intolligonca Memorandum 


British Involvement 

sbnm'a .Foreign and Shlnnir 


1* British trad® vith North Vietnam in 1966 ropresoated 
1©£!3 than half of on© percent of North Vietnam* a total trade. 
North Vietnam bought British textiloa, chomicalci, transport 
/ oquipoient, and other manufactured goods and exported to tho UK 
principally food products and light mmmf naturae (300 Tables 1 - 3 } < 
>i03t of tho trade moved from Singapore and Hong Kong, usually 
on ships of tho U3tfR or tho Haatorn European countries* Thoro 
is no evidence, that either Hong Kong or Cingaporo vt\ s used to 
conceal the re-export of British goods to North Vietnam. 

2 9 Although British trade vith North Vietnam is negligible, 
approximately 15 percent of North Vintages seaborne trade in 
1966 va$ carried in British ships, and since the beginning of 
1965, tho volume of Eorth Vietnam’ 5 imports carried on British 
: sM ? a has laoranaed steadily (so® Table 4 ). In 1965 those ships 
carried substantial quantities of fortiliaer and foodstuffs to 
florth Viotnaa from countries of the Free World. In 1966 and 
thus far in 1967, however, aoro than 90 percent of tho British- 
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fla^ ships calling at Worth Vietnamese ports wore under 

charter to Communist China and were used almost exclusively 
to carry Chilians trade with Worth Vietnam. In 1966, import ^ 
cargoes on these ships consisted principally of cool produota, 
foodstuffs, and miscellaneous and general cargoes. In the 
first five months of 1967, 25 percent of thoso oargoes on 
, British ships consisted of POL from Chinese ports. 

3. Exports of anthracite — the principal export oargo . 
carried from Worth Viotnam on British ships *— as well as other 
commodities have declined sharply, partly beoauao U3 air strikes 
have reduced the availability of these commodities for export 
- (seo Table 5). Ihis decline in exports together with C3 
demarches have caused a sharp reduction In the number of 
calls by British ships — from an average of 11 per month in 
1965 to less than 5 per month during the first five months 
of 1967. 


4. Five Hong Kong companies own all of the Brltish-flog 
ships that have o ailed at Worth Vietnam during the past 15 



5. In addition to British-flag ships, four ships under 
Cypriot and Maltose flags, owned by John Livanoa and Sons of 
London, thrift 19 calls at Worth Vietnam ainoe the beginning of 
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1966 , co follows t 
ghio and Flag 
Ac&o (Cypriot) 

Gaelic (Holto3o) 

Aafitriti (Cypriot) 
Antonia IX (Cypriot) 


1966 

Jan-Jutip Jul-Doo 


3 

2 

1 

1 


3 

2 

1 . 


1967 

&ailaz 

■ o 

: ' i ; 

■ o 
3 


laial 

6 

5 
2 

6 


.S 


Total J£. 
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Table 1 

Korth Vietnam: Trade vith the United Kingdom 
1965-66, and January-Fobruary 1967 


Thoucand US 


otal 

rode. 


535 333 


Imoort 


1966 

Total .. 

Trade Export Import . 


359 : j 255 


January-February 1967 
Total 

Trado Export Import 
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Tabic 2 

Xor Wn Impovto iVwa tho United Kingdom 

1965-66 


Thousand US 


oKpof :r 

Os,Ui;i.a 
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1966 

Total 

202 . 

104 


nos 

must* 

Food and beverages. : & 

12 

, v .;: ;■ 3 

Chemical elements and compounds . 

/ , 

14 

,11 

Dyes, tanning, and coloring materials 

■ ; ; V '- 36 • • 

17 

• i 

Other chemicals ^ . : 

6 \ 

3 

Textile yarn and manufactures'. 

; 86 . 

■ V 

■ 1 

lionf errous metals . L r ' ?■ 



Other basic manufactures .V.;, 

V 2 . 

' 3 

Honclectric machinery 

;J ' 15 

8 

Electric . machinery 

1 ' 

v 1 

Transport equipment • ' 

8 

36 

Instruments, clocks and watches 

•5, ' 1 

3 

Miscellaneous manufactures 

10 

6 

Other domestic merchandise / t 

6 

12 
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Table 3 

florth Vietnam: Exports to the United Kingdom 
1965 and January- Juno 1966 

Thousand US $ 

January- Juno 



1965 

1966 

Total 


148 

Food, beverages, and tobacco 

.148 a/ 

98 

Crude materials, inedible 

39 y 

' 3 

Chemicals 

' 6 

W.A 

Manufactured goods 

l4o 

47 


“ Data represent the value of 249 metric tons of coffee, 
b# Data represent the value of 71 metric tons of rubber# 
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Table 4 

North Vietnam: Import .Cargoes Identified on 
British- flag Ships, 19 & 5 - 6 S, and January-Moy I 9 S 7 a/ 



Percent 


114.2 100 


volume in thousand metric tons 


Percent 


144.6' ''lOO 


Jan-May 1067 


Percent 


Petroleum 

products 

Pert ill zer 


19.1. 17 


21.5 . 25 


Foodstuffs 


28.8 V. 20 ' 


37.6 43 


Timber 


Coice, coking 
coal and 
coal tar 

Miscellaneous 
and general 
cargoes 


29.0 25 


31.2 22 


Bocause of rounding, components may not odd to tho totals shown 


I I 

ViUU 
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Table 5 


„ Export Cargoes Identified on , 

British-flag Ships, 1965-66, and Januaiy-^Iay 1967 


Commodities 


1965 

Volume Po 


Thousand metric tons 

1966 , Jan-Hav 196 y 

Volume Percent VoIumr> Percent 


ial 

.666. A 

"... 122 

182.A 

2SSL 

' 

100 

Cool 

572.7 

86 

129.1 

71 

’ . J.5.5 

100 

. Apatite : 

47 * 5 

7 

2.5 , 

1 



Pig Iron 

29.2 

4 

1.0 

' ' 1 



Cement 

10.9 

2 

9.8 

5 



Mao 

7.0 

1 



M, ■, 


Miscellaneous and 







general cargoes 

1.1 

Negl. 

40.0 » 

22 




y Baoausa of rounding, compononta may not add .to th* totals ehowa. 
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